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received up to the present time, will extend over districts in different parts of the 
country, comprising in the aggregate, about 20,400 acres of flooded and injured lands 
capable of being drained and improved ; and that, even in any of these cases where 
the preliminary proceedings may not be followed up immediately by the execution 
of the works necessary to effect the drainage, a knowledge of the capabilities and 
resources of the country will be obtained, upon which the parties interested may 
act at a future time. 

With reference to the proceedings taken in the year 1842, in conformity with 
the provisions of the Act, hi the cases of Memorials presented that year, we have 
to report as follows : — 



River Blaclaaater — Counties of Kildare and Meath.. 

The proprietors of some of the lands on this river had, previous to the passing 
of the present Act, in anticipation of availing themselves of its provisions, or, in 
case it should not pass, of attempting to proceed under the provisions of the * 1st 
and 2nd Wm. IV ., chap. 57, applied to the Commissioners of Public Works, for the 
purpose of having the requisite surveys, reports, valuations, and estimates made for 
the project of relieving from flood and otherwise draining the lands on the banks 
of this river. 

These surveys, & c., being made with this view, were found sufficient for the pur- 
poses of the Act, and in the month of September a preliminary Report of the 
project was made and published, from which it appears that 3,860 acres of land, ex- 
tending along 18 miles of rivers, will be relieved from periodical floods and injury, 
at an estimated expense of 10,000/., including the reconstruction of several county 
bridges, which at present cause to a great extent the flooding of these lands, and 
that the proprietors will, it is calculated on this estimate, receive a benefit or return 
of 11 per cent, on their expenditure, and the lands will on the average be perma- 
nently improved from 40 to 45 per cent, above their present value. 

The lodgment for public inspection of the plans and schedules having been 
duly made, and the other preliminaries complied with, on the 16th of December 
we held a public meeting at Enfield, in the County ofiKildarc, where. .a. few. objec- 
tions having been made to the peculiar mode of carrying out the measure of 
improvement, were heard and discussed, and a general concurrence in the necessity 
tor, and utility of the work being expressed, we received the assent in writing, of 
some of the proprietors and their tenants, and adjourned the meeting to Dublin 
to have the necessary alterations and amendments resulting from the information 
obtained at the meeting, made m the maps and other documents 

As this was the first proceeding under the Act, and would form a precedent for 
tuture measures, it was deemed advisable to have any legal forms required under 
its provisions submitted for approval to the law advisers of the Crown, in order 
to guard against future cavil and objection ; and we also deemed it right to afford 
ample time for a few individuals who entertained objections to the details of the 
measure, to substantiate before us by evidence if they could, their objections, 
.these preliminaries deferred any further proceedings until the 24th of February 
m this year, on which day the plans and other documents were finally settled and 
signed by us and immediately afterwards the requisite forms of assent were 

forwarded to the proprietors for signature. 

snrnT'of ^ now in course of receiving these assents, hut owing to the absence of 
hXJ It 6 pl T et “ rs on theContinent, some further delay may yet take place 
thtr t wn thftds^f 1 ’ ri“T d 'l “ticipate, however, that the proprietors of more 
with durin^the ensuing summed “ d ** Proceeded 

Clare Galway River— Islandmore and Turloughmore— Drainage in the 
County of Galway. 

dJtoale’ofT? receive f> f already stated, two Memorials; the first, for the 
drainage of Islandmore and the lands oil the hanks of the Clare Galway River— 

louehmme o * e “T*? a “ d draina S e t0 the offensive districts of Tur- 

L°pZoses o“f tft' T ? ° f Sald riVer ’ and aIthou e h * is P robal)le that for 
seLate P Sirt. “ a y be . come necessary to consider these portions as 

parate districts, yet from their close connexion we were desirous, in the pre- 
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liminary Report, of having the two considered together. In the months of Sep- 
tember and October, we had a detailed survey and examination made of the first, 
or Islandmore part of this district, and upon the receipt of the second Memorial 
late in October, directed these inquiries to be continued into the extensive and 
important district of Turloughmore, and the examination was accordingly extended 
to Clare Tuam, and a preliminary report founded upon the information obtained 
was accordingly prepared and submitted to us by our engineer. 

To the consideration of this case we have given much attention, from the 
particular nature of the district, and the great degree of improvement which will 
be effected by its successful drainage. The district, which consists of three 
extensive basins of low land surrounded by high grounds, is of a cavernous lime- 
stone formation, and contains between 4,000 and 5,000 acres of, generally speaking, 
lands superior in their nature, but rendered of comparatively little value owing to 
their liability to flood, and the long duration of these floods. 

These basins are the recipients of the contents of three considerable rivers 
which discharge the waters of more than 300 square miles of country. In summer 
the caverns and subterraneous passages under the basins are, generally speaking, 
sufficient to discharge the waters of these rivers except in cases of autumnal floods ; 
but in winter, owing to the incapacity of the caverns to discharge the flood waters, 
the basins are converted into lakes, and remain so for six or seven months in the 
year. 

To remove the barriers to the free discharge of these floods, will not only confer 
great advantages upon the lands in the basins referred to, but afford the means for 
the successful drainage of large tracts above them ; impressed, therefore, with the 
value and importance of the measure, and the necessity for a more minute and ex- 
tended inquiry than there was time to make last year, before the rising of the 
winter floods, we have not yet adopted the Report of our engineer until the 
subsidence of the flood shall afford opportunity for a more extended inquiry and 
investigation. The drainage of the Islandmore part of the district is sufficiently 
simple, and will be amply remunerative in itself, but as the waters from the Tur- 
loughmore part of the district are to be discharged through the river course to !)©• 
cut at Islandmore -and Clare Galway, we are unwilling to make any decision with, 
respect to the one, until both measures are fully before us. 



City of Cork Drainage (South Slob). 

The object of the Memorial in this case is to close up from the influx of the tide, 
by a short embankment, and effectually drain about 280 acres of alluvial slob or 
mud-land, lying between the navigation wall and the southern bank ©f the river 
Lee, near the City of Cork, with an ulterior view, as expressed by the memorialists, 
to form public parks, and at the same time to prevent the injurious effect upon the 
navigable channel of the Lee, which the influx and reflux of the tide from this slob 
has thereon. 

No proceedings were taken in this case during the year 1842, save to make some 
preliminary inquiries of the Corporation as to their title to the land in question, 
and the probable nature of any objections or claims which might be made by parties 
adverse to the measure. We also deferred any engineering examination until 
we received from the Board of Ordnance a copy of their plans of this portion of 
the city. 

The preliminary surveys and examination required by the Act are now being 
made, and will form subject of Report for the present year. 

Ballyteigue Lough , County Wexford, 

In this case no proceedings were taken during the year 1842, as the parties 
interested having undertaken to furnish us with surveys, plans and estimates which 
had previously been made, and which they conceived would be found sufficient for 
the purposes of the Act, were not enabled to procure them. 

The memorialists are the proprietors of the lands adjoining this extensive tract of 
mud-land, which, or the greater portion of which, is subject to the flow and ebb of 
the tide, and it is proposed to be shut out therefrom by a short embankment, and 
drained under the provisions of this Act. The memorialists, as frontagers to those 
mud-lands, are understood to claim the right thereto, but in order to give them a 
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clear legal title to avail themselves of the provisions of the Act, have applied to the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods and Forests to obtain a formal grant 
confirming their right 

As it is doubted by some parties whether or not some peculiarities in the cases 
of embankment of land from the sea are provided for in the Act, it becomes 
necessary to obtain legal opinions on our powers in each of these cases. Meantime, 
as parties interested in the drainage, the proprietors of lands adjoining and claim- 
ing the right, are empowered to call upon us to make the preliminary inquiries, and 
have recently made the requisite deposit of money for this purpose. 

General Observations . 

Considering the short time which has elapsed since the passing of the Act, and 
that from the extensive nature of the measure it cannot yet be very generally 
understood, we are disposed to think that a considerable desire is manifested by 
the proprietors of lands to avail themselves of its provisions, and that as the greater 
portion of the expenditure under its provisions will be in labour, and, generally 
speaking, in the execution of simple and inexpensive works, much good will result 
if the Act be brought successfully into operation. Much of the success of the 
measure must, however, depend upon the liberal feelings and cordiality with which the 
proprietors and tenants of flooded lands (the persons themselves to derive the benefit 
from its provisions) shall act in concert with the Commissioners ; but as much 
prejudice, and a very general -want of knowledge of the principles and effect of 
drainage on a large scale, exist in Ireland, and a consequent inability to understand 
projects for the purpose or to appreciate their results, it is very probable that the 
progress of the measure will be slow in the first instance, and will depend much 
upon the successful issue of the first few works undertaken under its provisions. 

Among the objections arising from this want of general knowledge, which may 
frequently be expected on the subject, are those to the expense of the works. 

To many it appears that the adoption of partial, or, as we would deem them, half 
measures, would be sufficient, and because they would alleviate in a degree for the 
present the evils complained of, that they should he employed. But experience has 
always shown, particularly in this class of works, that half measures are ultimately 
the most expensive, as in a few years the lands revert to their original state, and 
that in order to effect a permanent good as far as practicable, a full and complete 
measure of improvement must be adopted. 

It should be borne in mind that the gradual improvement in agriculture and the 
reclamation of up lands is perceptibly increasing, the inundation in the lower 
lands and valleys of the country ; for, whilst the removal of natural or artificial 
obstacles in the river courses is neglected, the improvement of the country discharg- 
ing its waters by the river is progressing, and sending to it with proportionate 
rapidity the contents of the new drains. In some districts, tins is so remarkably 
the case, that many bridges which formerly were quite sufficient in waterway for 
the discharge of the waters gradually discharged from the uncultivated upper 
lands thereof, are now either carried away by the floods, or form such an obstruc- 
tion to their discharge, as to cause the inundation of large tracts of lands above 
them. 

This shows the necessity in any new works not only to provide for the present, 
but the future wants of the district ; the advocates of half measures, however, do not 
always foresee the necessity, and hence arises a fruitful source of objections on 
their part. 

Owing to the power which the Act affords for borrowing money for the execu- 
tion of the works, and for its repayment by instalments commencing after their 
completion — to the advantages conferred by giving the service of this Board and 
its Officers free of expense, and especially to the saving in legal expenses effected 
by the 157th section of the Act, — the total cost of the undertaking will, it is anti- 
cipated, generally speaking, be very moderate as compared with the advantages 
conferred; indeed, except under peculiar circumstances, we would not be disposed to 
recommend or undertake works, at least in the commencement, for which a pro- 
bable permanent return of 10 per cent, or more, on the whole expenditure, would 
not he had, and with such a prospect of return (of the probability of which the 
parties interested have the fullest opportunity of judging before they bind them- 
selves by their assent to undertake the measure,) it is conceived that all merely 
frivolous or petty objections should be waived, if the general measure be approved 
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of, especially as the direct result of such objections is to add to the expense of the 
undertaking on the very parties themselves conjointly with the others interested. 

Difficulties are frequently raised by many, who erroneously consider that in 
coming forward -with their assents to the execution of the works, they are assisting 
tlie Commissioners, and thus seek to make terms and conditions that are totally in- 
admissible, whereas they should recollect that the boon is all to themselves and 
others locally interested in the improvement. 

In conclusion, we may observe that the increase itself in the value of the lands 
drained, will defray the whole expense, with interest on the borrowed money, in ten 
or a less number of years, after the completion of the works, in proportion as the per 
centage of return amounts to, or exceeds 11 per cent, per annum on the ex- 
penditure. 

We cannot close this Report without acknowledging the great assistance we de- 
rive, in the consideration of the Drainage projects, from the Ordnance Survey (and 
the consequent saving in preliminary expenses to the parties interested) not only by 
reference to the printed sheets, but from tracings or other information not yet pub- 
lished, but which is readily afforded on application to that office. 

We have the honor to be 

Your Lordships’ most obedient humble Servants, 

J. F. BURGOYNE. 
BROOK T. OTTLEY. 

J. RADCLIFF. 

Wm. T. MULVANY.' 

The Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty s Treasury. 
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